LAND AND FOREST RESOURCE USE IN THE NIGER DELTA:
ISSUES IN REGULATION AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

by Patterson Ogon
Introduction

We did not inherit the world from our fathers.
We borrowed it for our children.
- Ijaw Proverb

The violent politics of oil and eco-terrorism by corporations in the fragile
ecosystem of the Niger Delta have engaged the minds of all those interested in
Nigeria and its survival, particularly in the past few years. There is a great feeling
of nostalgia amongst older generations of people of Niger Delta descent regarding
the tragic disappearance of exotic breeds of trees, fishes and wildlife which were
endemic to the region. Tales of rich biodiversity, sanctity of community and
social values and a culture of good environmental management are repeatedly
told to younger people. The ways and manner that communities in the Niger
Delta interacted with the environment greatly enhanced the natural resource
base because for the people, the environment is more of a heritage than
something to be conquered. Exploitation and management are guided by needs
and not by greed and profit. Much of this can be explained by the spiritual and
material relationship that the rural population attaches to the land question and
the resources therein as well as an existing communal bond of love and sharing.

The above however, was the pre-crude oil Niger Delta. Today, the Niger Delta
Wetland, which stretches almost 70,000 square kilometers, is known more for
the large deposit of crude oil and gas and little of its other endowed natural
resources which are being decimated in what Nnimmo Bassey* calls the ‘crude
business of crude oil’ . The discovery of oil in commercial quantity at Oloibiri,
present Bayelsa State in 1956 started a process of unbridled exploitation of
natural resources, destruction of community livelihood support systems and
communal disempowerment which has left in its wake severe stress and
underdevelopment both on the environment and livelihood patterns of the
indigenous population2.

The health and livelihood of the inhabitants of the Niger Delta has been visibly
impaired by environmental degradation. These effects were factors, which forced
the World Bank to warn, “An urgent need exists to implement mechanisms to

1 Nnimmo Bassey; OilWatching in South America: A Pollution Tour of Venezuela, Curacao, Peru & Ecuador.
Environmental Rights Action, Nigeria, 1997

2 For details see the following, Nnimmo Bassey, ibid; Ike Okonta and Oronto Douglas, Where Vultures Feast, 2003.



protect life and health of the regions inhabitants and its ecological system from
further deterioration”s.

The extraction and production of oil and gas by transnational corporations in
collaboration with the Nigerian government has engendered not just neglect but
even denied access of local communities to farmlands and fishing grounds as long
stretches of thriving forest and arable lands are cut open to allow for laying of
pipelines for transportation of crude oil from flow stations and rigs to export
terminals, refineries and reservoirs.

Issues of environmental devastation arising from oil extraction and production
have raised concerns as to whether the cost of doing business must necessarily
include social and economic price on the part of the host environment
experienced daily in the death of its flora and fauna, deforestation and
consequent loss of biodiversity, loss of farming and fishing rights, waste of land
and water resources, and negative health implications. The Niger Delta was
reported by the World Bank in 19524 to have the agricultural potential of feeding
the whole of West Africa. Today, hunger in the region is widespread as non
inclusive political decisions and policies by the various governments have
hampered sustainable livelihood and led to the emergence of social movements
and ethno-nationalist groups organized around demands for self determination
and resource control.

The contending argument for Community Based Natural Resource Management
(CBNRM) as canvassed by Tania Murray Li5 that “people who live close to a
resource and whose livelihoods directly depend upon it have more interest in
sustainable use and management than state authorities or distant corporations”
fits properly into the existing scenario in the Niger Delta.

In exploring the land and forest theme, this paper offers an opportunity to
address key issues regarding the survival of the peoples of the Niger Delta beyond
the oil industry. Part of the challenges in responding to the demands for
sustainable livelihood remains how the Niger Delta region whose indigenes live
basically on fishing and farming can go beyond subsistence.

Objectives:

Beyond the unsustainable land use practices engaged on by transnational
corporations, encouraged largely by the governments’ apparent lack of concerns

3 World Bank (1995) Defining an Environmental Strategy for the Niger Delta.

* Joshua Fumudoh, OAddressing the ljaw QuestionO Izon-Link Newspapers, Niger Delta. March 31, 1999:5

® TaniaMurray Li, EngagingSimplifications: Community-BasedResourceManagementMarket Processes
and State Agendas in Upland Southeast Asia. World Development, Vol 30, No. 2, pp 265-283, 2002.



for ecological health of the region, it will be of interest to further explore the
following:

i) How lands and forest are being put to use by the local population.

ii) Are the uses sustainable?

iii) Are there forest plans in the Niger Delta?

iv) What is the legal regime protecting Niger Delta forests?

V) Is it adequate? Is it faithfully implemented?

vi) When were they made? Do they meet current realities?

Vii) What is the role of the state in the agitation for land and its resources?
Vviii) Is there an existing framework for proper and accurate valuation and

compensation for damage on natural resources in the Niger Delta lying
outside of modern channels of commerce?

ix) What are the consequences of all this for the ability of the rural people to
secure sustainable livelihood?

These are meant to show the linkages between survival and economic progress in
the Niger Delta and the potentials this holds for the promotion of tourism. It is
important to state however, that due to break down of traditional institutions
controlling the uses of these resources, natural resources found in the region
presently suffers from the well-known Otragedyof the commonsQs right of access
is collectively shared creating room for competition without clear rules of
engagement.

Property Regime in the Niger Delta

In the Common property regimes in the Niger Delta, land holding is community
property and land tenure is based on customary laws. Individuals only have
rights of usufruct: only the community may sell or dispose of land.

Customary laws are laws that govern traditional and customary life of local
communities in the Niger Delta and other parts of Nigeria. These laws are
mostly unwritten but passed on from generation to generation through ancestral
beliefs, folklores, stories, arts and songs. G.Ezejiofor® defines it as “a body of
customs and traditions which regulate the various kinds of relationship between
members of the community in their traditional setting”. In 1990 the Supreme
Court in Oyewunmi v Ogunesan declared unambiguously thus:

® Ezejiofor, G, in Okonkwo: Introduction to Nigerian Law. Sweet and Maxwell, London, , 1980: 41.



Customary Law is the organic or living law of the indigenous

people of Nigeria, regulating their lives and transactions. It is
organic in that it is not static. It is regulatory in that it controls

the lives and transaction subject to it. It is said that custom is the
mirror of culture of the people. I would say that customary law

goes further and imparts justice to the lives of all those subject to it7.

Within the context of the Niger Delta therefore, customary laws exist to regulate
the use, protection, preservation and conservation of lands and forest. In 1978,
the military government of General Olusegun Obasanjo enacted the Land Use
Decree which authorized the public collection of land rent. In practice therefore,
instead of the revenues and royalties including oil incomes generated from land
going to the people, the benefits are expropriated by the government, its officials
and their cohorts. The decree which came into effect on 29th March 1978 is
summarized as follows:

An Act to vest all land comprised in the territory of each
state (except land vested in the Federal Government or its
agencies) in the Governor of the state who would hold such
land in trust for the people and would henceforth be
responsible for allocation of land in all urban areas for
individuals resident in the state and to organizations for
residential, agricultural, commercial and other purposes,
while similar powers with respect to non-urban areas are
conferred on local governmentss.

The contentious nature of this piece of legislation has opened up the process of
land tenure to abuse especially as Section 28 (2) of the Act makes it lawful for the
governor to revoke a right of occupancy for overriding public interest. The issue is
what qualifies as ‘public interest’? Access to state structures became a factor for
land grabbing. A close observation of the politics of land and resource use
especially in the Niger Delta region defines public interest in official circles,
besides primitive accumulation, as mining purposes or access for laying of
pipelines or for any purpose connected with the extractive industry. In his
assessment of the consequences of the Land Use Decree, Paul Francis reveals
how access to state structure enhanced the ability of the political elites to benefit
disproportionately from the Act by consciously manipulating the allocations
committee.

An important point to note as well is that by virtue of this Act, Oil Mining lease
(OML) and Oil Prospecting Lease (OPL) licenses are issued by the Federal
government to companies to explore for oil and gas. A corollary to this effect is

"Nigerian Weekly Law Report (NWLR) 182 at 207, (1990)

8 Land Use Act, 1978

® Paul Francis, OFor the Use and Common Benefits of all NigeriansO Consequences of the 1978 Land
Nationalization® Africa, 54(3): 1984:5-28



that the oil bearing communities of the Niger Delta region, feeling a sense of
dispossession and cheated of the resources around them are now agitating for full
control out of which they intend to simply pay taxes to the federal government.
The government and the transnational corporations advertise the importance it
places on oil extraction and its profits by relating to the people and communities
in mostly economic than in social terms. A clear indication is the willingness to
force resettlement of ancient communities to create room for oil and gas
activities. In 1980, ancient Finima community, along the Bonny River became a
victim as it was deemed the appropriate site for building the Nigeria Liquified
Natural Gas Project.

A significant point to keep in focus however is that prior to the promulgation of
the Land Use Act, communities had direct dealings with oil companies over land
acquisition and access for their operations even though mining rights was the
preserve of the Federal government to grant. Under section 16 of the
Interpretation Act 1964, mineral oils were excluded from land. It meant therefore
that while ownership of oil was vested in the state, land supporting oil remained
vested in the communities and families. “Owning land confers to the local people
a sense of identity and membership in a specific social group in comparison with
foreigners, who are expected to apply for land”°. While compensation was paid
to the communities for the granting of access and for any damage to land and
surface rights, it created a sense of fulfillment and participation and implicit
consent in the process of exploration and exploitation not necessarily in terms of
adequate compensation for the loss of the land but being given a chance to be
involved in the unfair bargain’. .What the Land Use Act of 1978 set out to
achieve therefore was to unify land and oil rights and vest the legal right of
ownership in the state.

That the Land Use Act is a contentious piece of legislation is mirrored in the
various protest and demands by ethno-nationalist, community groups and social
movements in Nigeria’s oil belt. Of particular note are the Ogoni Bill of Rights
(1990) and the Kaiama Declaration of 11 December 1998. In the spirit of
reclaiming her humanity over the depressive state of ecological health in the
Niger Delta, over 5000 youths drawn from about 40 clans of the Ijaw ethnic
nationality declared as follows:

All lands and natural resources (including mineral
resources) within the [jaw territory belong to the Ijaw
communities and are the basis of our survival...We cease

9 pan Omoweh, The State, Land and Resource Rights and the Prospects of Sustainable Development in
West Africa. Being paper presented %t\&/orkshop of the Pan African Programme on Land and Resource
Rights, Lagos, Nigeria. July 15-16, 2002.

! personal notes and receipts of payment by Shell to families in 1958 cited during discussion between
Michael Watts, Oronto Douglas, Patterson Ogon and Chief Ombu Ateke, a member of the land holding
families and communities at NigeriaOs premier oil location at Oloibiri, Bayelsa State, on a visit to the
community in 2001.



to recognise all undemocratic decrees that rob our
peoples/communities of the right to ownership and
control of our lives and resources, which were enacted
without our participation and consent. These include the
Land Use Decree and the Petroleum

Decree..."12

The demand for self determination and resource sovereignty by social and ethno
nationalist movements has also agitated the government at the centre. During a
visit to Delta State, Nigeria's President Olusegun Obasanjo thundered back at the
indigenes demand for resource control thus; "I am not a resource controller. I am
a resource manager. I don't want to argue with you over your resource control,
but I will fight you about resource management and if you try to damage what I
am managing, I will quarrel with you". The contention over who owns the oil in
the Niger Delta given the misgivings over obnoxious laws enacted by the
Nigerian-state relating to land and resources has opened up another vista of
debate with regards to oil bunkering. While the government and transnational oil
and gas companies see the people engaged in the thriving oil bunkering
phenomena in the region as thieves and criminals, those involved are throwing
counter accusations, saying the resources are on their land and therefore have a
legitimate right to earn a living by it.

In 1998, over 4000 perished in an inferno at Jesse, Delta State while scooping up
fuel from burst pipes to sell for a living. The dangers of possible inferno probably
never made any impact on them until the explosion occurred.

General Abdulsalam Abubakar, then head of the military government smiled at
the tragedy and called the victims ‘thieves’. This was most infuriating as those
that had survived the explosion and needed medical attention were threatened
with arrest. Many therefore died later for lack of medical attention by staying
away from hospitals for fear that government authorities would get them arrested
and jailed for 'stealing fuel'.

OTheparadox of plentyOQ: Understanding the context for land use in the
Niger Delta

Beyond sitting atop large deposits of crude oil and gas, the Niger Delta is the
third largest wetland in the world. It also has the greatest extension of freshwater
swamps in Africa. The region's brackish creeks, bays and tidal pools are breeding
grounds for the marine life upon which many people depend for food and their
livelihoods.

It is a fragile environment that is very sensitive to natural resource exploitation.
In a report, World Bank?3 estimated that about 10% of the Niger Delta mangroves

2 The Kaiama Declaration, Communique of the All ljaw Youths Conference held 11 December, 1998.
B World Bank (1995) Defining an Environmental Strategy for the Niger Delta.



have been lost due to deforestation from the oil exploration and exploitation
activities of big multinational oil corporations.

In the politics of extraction and management, the Niger delta exists as a
peripheral zone to those interested in its vast resources. The local communities
are themselves not part of these processes as they have been turned spectators.

The only visible signs of oil operations that communities in the Niger delta live
with are the pollution, the degradation of the environment, the destruction and
waste of the natural resources, their values and culture.

Life for the communities and peoples from the Niger Delta region has been like
birth pains, tough, in the midst of an arrangement that attempts to silence the
views of the people, deny their social conditions and state of development and
make sustainable livelihood a nightmare. The resource base of the Nigerian State
has become like the proverbial African axe that fetches the wood but sleeps in the
cold. In today’s Niger Delta, Oil exploration has not only banished joy and
laughter on the faces of the people; it is also democratizing poverty and hunger.
Estimated 70% of the population lives in severe poverty defined in terms of
access to:

B disposable income

B Healthcare and Educational attainment

B Safe water and Shelter

B Gainful employment
However, the challenges of survival and its socio-economic security has become
the basis upon which the legitimacy of the Nigerian State and its laws are been
questioned. The issues are not just about the processes of exploitation and
ecological cost but also how much of what is earned from oil comes back to the
Niger delta for its development. As Professor Ebiegberi Alagoa's notes, “the
objective material conditions in which the wealth of the Niger Delta is tapped and
distributed determine the contemporary history of instability and eventually, the
history of the entire Federal Republic of Nigeria”.

One of the fundamental grievances of Niger Delta peoples concerning
environmental abuse is the complete lack of concern for ecological rehabilitation,
even in view of expert judgment that oil and gas are exhaustible resources. A
senior official at the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation warned in 1997

4 See Niger Delta Regional Development Masterplan,
www.nddconline.org

5 Alagoa,EbiegberiJoe, The Usesof HindsightasForesight:ReflectionsOn Niger Delta
And Nigerian History. Onyoma Research Publications, 2004.



thus “our stock will hardly last us another 40 years™¢. For a people whose
sustenance is rooted in the natural resources around them, the pollution of its
creeks, rivers, mangroves and land and the obvious impact on agricultural yields
considers such a judgment as frightening. A classic case of the fearful reminder is
the situation of Oloibiri Community, Nigeria’s first oil well drilled in 1956. About
the early 1970s, Well Number 1 dried up. Shell Petroleum Development Company
wasted no time in dismantling its facilities and pulling out of the community to
other newly discovered oil fields. Celebrated as the first community to give
Nigeria its first crude oil in commercial quantity in 1958, today the route path to
Oloibiri in the Ogbia Local Government Area of Bayelsa State is like a military
obstacle. The natives feel the inglorious past of Shell and the insensitivity of the
government by the rusty signpost announcing Nigeria’s first oil well, further
violated by overgrown weeds. As one commentator puts it, “the business boom of
Shell and the state of Nigeria translated to the doom of Oloibiri which is like an
empty shell.

Oloibiri community is the classic case of a virgin raped in her prime and
abandoned at old age.

Oil operations are expanding, so are the large expanses of polluted arable land,
rivers, mangroves and swamps. Livelihood security has become a matter of
concern to local communities and peoples in the Niger Delta. The worry is not
misplaced. Nigeria’s leading environmental advocacy group, Environmental
Rights Action/Friends of the Earth, Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) posits that in the Niger
Delta, the soil has lost its fertility and the water its fecundity, destroying the basis
for farming and fishing. The Niger Delta landscape is littered with polluted sites,
waste pits and toxic dumps. These have posed a great threat to wildlife, plants
and other natural habitats in the wet and marshy terrain.

There is a growing awareness about the relationship between humans and their
environment, and the ecosystem in the Niger Delta is being brazenly devastated
as a result of human activity. Much of this is the direct consequences of oil
exploration and exploitation activities.

There have been frequent skirmishes between the communities themselves and
the companies. Much of these are attempts by the indigenes to hold the oil
moguls to responsible business ethics and corporate social responsibility. Giving
the state of underdevelopment of the communities and the fact that government
exist far from them, oil companies are the closest that communities can access to
extract commitments in the provision of infrastructure, remediate polluted lands
and restore ecological health. This is also a way to ensure that oil extraction
leaves behind, not only its woes but its benefits as well. Exclusion of the
communities in the benefits from oil has weakened the local economic and social
life and driven the local population to desperation to make ends meet.

See Godwin Nzeakah, O Deregulation: The Oil ApocalypseO The Punch, Lagos, Nigeria. Wednesday July
5, 2000:33



The price however is that getting multinational companies to fulfill mutually
agreed conditions is always problematic. Several youths in their bids to enforce
Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) signed between the Oil companies and the
communities have been arrested, detained and tortured or simply shot to death
by security officials attached to the oil companies.

The situation in the Niger Delta is reflective of a State’s desire to commodify land
and associated resources as against the concerns by the rural population for
livelihood security.

Forest, Resources and Management

For Emmanuel Obot?” the term forest “embraces a huge variety of landscapes,
vegetation formations and ecosystems”. In his views, the “forest contains a
number of natural resources which develop their distinctive value, when wisely
used and harnessed in a sustainable way or acquire environmental threat
characteristics when over exploited and /or abused”. The forest is an important
component to sustenance of life. It does not stand alone but consists of the trees,
various plant species, animals and birds, the insects, soil and water. The totality
of these makes up the ecosystem.

There are four types of forest in the Niger Delta region. These include the Fresh
water swamp forest, lowland rain forest, mangrove forest and the coastal barrier
islands. The totalities of these contain one of the richest biodiversity in the world.
Most importantly, the forest helps in enriching soil nutrients, prevents soil loss
through erosion, maintains stream flow, and serves various aesthetic and
recreational purposes including tourism.

“The moist tropical lowland forest of Nigeria is part of a swathe of primeval rain
forest which once stretched from the Congo Basin to Sierra Leone. It is the cradle
of a huge diversity of species of plants and animals, and indiscriminate
exploitation presents not just a threat, but a certainty of multiple, even mass
extinction of plants and animals. These may include species which hold the
secrets of remedies for incurable diseases, or which could have other
economically important uses”8.

Experts in biodiversity and conservation have likened the world’s forests to the
lungs of the planet on the basis that its destruction affects the quality of human
life. Expert views have also expressed worry about the state of the Nigerian forest.
For instance, they state that only 5% of the rain forest is left. That “equates to
little more than 1 million hectares, or 10,000 square kilometers”. More than 60%

7 professor Emmanuel Obot, Status of Forest Resources and Environmental Management in Nigeria. Paper
presented at 5Annual Conference of the Forestry Association of Nigeria, Ibad%h 28" September

1997.

18 Akassa Community Development Project (ACDP), Bayelsa State, Fact file on Forest, 1998



of the world’s rain forest has already been destroyed, and by the year 2000, this
will have increased to around 70%9. 17 million hectares of tropical forest are
being destroyed each year - that is the equivalent of 46,575 hectares every day,
or 1,940 hectares every hour, or nearly 33 hectares every minute2°. In the Akassa
community for instance, noted for its creativity in devising a community
development plan including sustainable management of natural resources, there
are visible signs of severe exploitation of the forest, not by the local population,
but by commercial loggers. “The forests of the Akassa communities presently
exhibit symptoms of severe over-exploitation, and in fact are close to passing into
a state of terminal exhaustion. The upper tree stratum is almost extinct, and the
middle tree stratum is greatly depleted. Although regeneration is ostensibly
healthy, the species which are regenerating are not necessarily those which are of
economic value. Removal of mature forest trees increases the area available for
colonisation by existing palms (Raphia hookeri, the wine palm, R. vinifera , the
bamboo palm, and Elaeis guineensis, the oil palm), since these species are
shaded out by less exploited forest™2:.

There are many uses for the forest. In the Niger Delta, forest dependency by
communities is an age old tradition as sustainable extraction serves various needs
of the local population ranging from food, medicine and items of market trade to
generate cash. Besides its uses for purposes of shelter, it is also known to be a
source of raw materials for the production of essential goods. These range from
timber, cotton, cocoa, rubber, gum etc. While the forest serves as a source of food,
it is also an employer of labor as people engage in the exploitation of both timber
and non timber forest resources. Leaves, roots and bark of some trees are known
to serve as sources of medicine found in the forest of the Niger Delta. Living
essentially revolves around the forest and the resources that are found in them.

In the rural communities, there is a conscious attempt to ensure sustainable use
especially because extractions of these resources are guided by the desire to
always leave something behind for another day. Resources extracted from the
wild forest contribute greatly to the sources of food, nutrients, health security and
has sustained the informal economy of the rural population and much of Nigeria.
However, these resources are grossly underestimated as they are mostly not
articles of trade or at best not reckoned with in the national account.

In a recent study on Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFP)22, it was revealed that
gross estimates of annual income from major NTFP’s range from #48.7 million
($360, 740.74) in the mangrove ecozone to #26.7 million ($197,777.78) in the
moist forest area. In the Southern Guinea and Sudan Savanna forest, an
estimated #62.2 million ($460, 740.74) and #117.6 million ($871, 111.11)

Bibid
Dibid
Zibid
% Obot, op cit
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respectively are earned as income from Non-Timber Forest Products. Sustainable
management of forest resources thus promotes rural livelihood and the informal
economy.

The increasing ineffectiveness of traditional forest related practices in the region
is having an adverse effect on sustainable resource management. In most cases,
acquisition of communal lands by government for industrial and agricultural
purposes has left sour taste in the mouth of the local population.

In Ayama Community, Bayelsa State for instance, an estimated 1800 hectare of
forest was cut down in 1982 by the Niger Delta Basin Development Authority.
The authority told the community they needed the land for the establishment of a
rice plantation. Several years after, not a single grain of rice was planted. The
forest was not only lost but created the menace of erosion which has continued to
eat up the land. The destruction of the forest for reasons of creating a cash
economy could have been out of lack of proper understanding and valuation of
the resources in it and the importance placed on it by the rural population, which
may not be shared by the government as evidenced in the actions taken. This
action however has disrupted the nutrient cycles, water balance, runoff processes
and resulted in erosion and soil loss23.

Similarly, in 1985, the old Rivers State government cut down 1,803 hectares of
forests plus an unspecified land area for a large plantation of palm trees spanning
several communities including Azikoro, Elebele, Otuokpoti, Kpansia for its
Risonpalm project. The project however suffered an initial setback with stiff
opposition from environmental groups and some of the communities.

Among the issues of concern are the following; logging activities, unsustainable
harvesting of Non Timber Forest Products, encroachment etc.

Logging Activities

Communal logging for purposes of shelter is common practice in communities in
the Niger Delta. However, both legal and illegal commercial logging has begun to
have a severe impact on the forest within the region as tree canopies and shrubs
are also destroyed in the process. Environmental groups have warned that the
most valuable Renewable Natural Resource of the Niger Delta forests, timber,
which have been under destructive and exploitative spell these past forty years,
may be lost completely unless something urgent is done locally and globally.

Forest Encroachment
The battle for land space between individuals, communities and transnational
corporations both for farming and industrial activities are also having its toll on

% personal notes taken during plenary at workshop on Exploring Strategies for Sustainable Management of
Forest Resources in the Niger Delta, Nigeria, Yenagoa, 14 February 2002.

11



the forest. The competition which has no clear and abiding rules of engagement is
stretching the limited resources of the rural population to its elastic limit.
Farmers in search of fertile forestland have been known to encroach upon long
stretches of forest fringe. Thus, it will be apposite to investigate the possibility of
formulating community based rules to regulate use of resources. Most
communities are also known to have lost their forest whenever seismic activities
reveal existence of crude oil. In most cases, this process also opens up the forest
to illegal logging activities. It will also be important to explore the extent to which
oil regime shape forest use in the Niger Delta.

Unsustainable Harvesting of Non Timber Forest Products (NTFPs)

The effect of forest resources depletion on livelihood and values in the Niger
Delta has been overwhelming. A look at the past to renew mechanism that will
enable the forest return to its natural state has become inevitable.

Again, it is important to point out that there are several International Legal
Instruments set out to protect the forest and land to which Nigeria is a signatory.
These instruments include The African Conventions on Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources 1968; The African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights
1981; The Convention for Co-operation and Development of Marine and Coastal
Environment of the West and Central Africa Region 1984 etc The pertinent
question to ask is how much of these legal regimes can be used by social
movements and community based organizations to hold governments and
corporations accountable for the unbridled destruction of forest and its
resources?
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